JOINT WOODWORKING INITIATIVE 2009-2010

This initiative was divided into 3 phases

Phase 1 – Business Awareness Workshops.

The aim of these was to provide advice on new legal standards and key risks to local businesses that used woodworking machines e.g. kitchen manufacturers.  This was organised and administered by the HSENI. Two workshops were organised in the province in June and October 2009.

Areas covered included machinery safety, wood dust and local exhaust ventilation, material and manual handling, noise, forklift trucks, documentations and risk assessments.

Phase 2 – Inspector Training.

A full days training for 50 Council officers was held in October 2009.  This was also organised and administered by the HSENI and a local Further Education college.

Inspectors were trained in guarding, local exhaust ventilation, forklift trucks, noise and manual handling and the enforcement initiative itself.

Phase 3 – this was the enforcement blitz.

This took place during January/February 2010.  A total of 150 premises were to be inspected by the HSENI and the local authorities.

An evaluation of the initiative was carried out in July 2010. 

One officer from Lisburn City Council attended the training in October and cascade training was given to council inspectors.

Two inspections were carried out in the area, which resulted in the service of 1 Prohibition notice and advisory letters.  This resulted in the removal of a dangerous circular band saw from premises.  

Links

1. Safe use of woodworking machinery ACOP ISBN 0 7176 1630 4 http://books.hse.gov.uk/hse/public/saleproduct.jsf?catalogueCode=9780717616305
2. Supervising for safety in Woodworking http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/top06.pdf
