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NORTHERN IRELAND BROADBAND FUND

– 5th CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
On 8 August 2008 the Northern Ireland Broadband Fund, co-financed under the European

Regional Development Fund Sustainable Competitiveness Programme 2007 to 2013, was launched by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI).

DETI has now issued a 5th call for applications for support with a closure date for submission of project proposals of 3:00pm on Friday 22 October 2010.

Under the Fund, two types of project will be eligible for support:

· Pilot infrastructure projects which demonstrate cost-effective technology options capable of providing broadband services into rural and remote areas; and

· “Near to market” infrastructure pilot projects which demonstrate cost-effective technology options capable of providing ‘Next-Generation’ broadband services.

Following a mid-point evaluation of the Fund, the following was concluded:

· Future projects should deliver significant enhancement over current broadband provision and should have a clearly defined upgrade path to support future proofing of service provision;

· Innovation in solution design should be central to any proposal, particularly in terms of lowering the cost of provision of infrastructure and next generation broadband services in rural areas; and

· Proposals put forward should demonstrate the potential for replication – solving a common problem once;

Access to financial assistance within the Fund is restricted to proposals, which demonstrate application of near to market technologies as opposed to research into potential technologies, and is open to businesses and organisations of all sizes, although the level of aid provided by DETI will differ, in accordance with EU rules.  The Fund will operate on a competitive basis and DETI is strictly ‘technology neutral’ in terms of project proposals.

Under this 5th call for proposals, DETI has allocated a maximum of £250K, which will be used to support one or more projects. Successful projects must be completed by 31 March 2011.

Full details of the Fund are found in the Information Pack which can now be downloaded from our website along with an Application Form at www.detini.gov.uk/deti-telecoms-index
 (click on ‘Broadband Fund’). 

For more information contact Bill Stevenson, Telecommunications Policy Unit, on Tel: 028 9052 9560 or Email: bill.stevenson@detini.gov.uk.
