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Statement by Lisburn City Council warning of the dangers associated with illegal underage tattooing taking place at house parties in Northern Ireland

Lisburn City Council is warning young people and their parents of the dangers of illegal tattoo practices operating in Northern Ireland.

The warning follows a number of reports and complaints of minors receiving tattoos at house parties at a number of locations across the Province.

Chairman of the Council’s Environmental Services Committee, Councillor Betty Campbell, said: “Whilst it is not illegal for a registered tattooist to occasionally visit people in their own home at their request, it is an offence to tattoo a minor regardless of where this is carried out.  The legal age for receiving a tattoo is 18 years and all clients should sign a consent form after proof of age has been given to the Tattooist.”

All Tattooists in the Lisburn City Council area are inspected under health and safety legislation on a regular basis and must be registered with the Council to ensure they comply with the Council byelaws.  This registration does allow a registered Tattooist to sometimes visit people in their own homes.  However, home visits must not make up the majority of the Tattooist’s work and the equipment used for tattooing in a person’s home e.g. couch, as well as the working conditions should match those of a permanent premise.

“No reputable Tattooist would even consider tattooing a minor and I would urge all young people to stay away from any such offer,” said Councillor Campbell.

Lisburn City Council is seeking the public’s support in cracking down on such illegal activity.  Anyone who is aware of these activities should contact Lisburn City Council’s Environmental Health Unit on Tel: 028 9250 9250 or email: ehealth@lisburn.gov.uk.
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