LISBURN ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ARTS GRANTS SCHEME

INDIVIDUALS/ARTISTS PRIVATE 

CRITERIA FOR APPLICANTS

Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee’s Arts Grant Scheme is designed to grant aid arts related activities and projects from individuals who were born in or are domiciled in the Lisburn City Council area that have a clear motive for artistic development.  All activities must not be for profit therefore commercial organisations may not apply.

The strategic objectives of Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee in supporting individuals through the Arts Grant Scheme are:

· Activities with a long-term impact for arts development of individuals.

· Activities that will encourage an increase in the number of creative and performing artists in or from the City.

· Activities that demonstrate equal opportunity for all sections of the community from the City of Lisburn that are non-party political and non-sectarian.

· Activities that are new and innovative and could not take place without funding from Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee.

· Activities that actively seek to achieve improvements in administration and marketing.

· Activities that offer value for money in relation to the activity involved.

A HELPLINE is available for those seeking advice on completing application forms. 

Please contact Lynda McCord, Arts Clerical Officer, Island Arts Centre on 

028 92509509. 

Criteria

Applications will be assessed according to the following criteria and subject to the availability of funds.  The submission of incomplete data or absence of information may cause a delay in assessment, so applicants are urged to provide as much detail as possible when applying.

All applications will be assessed in the light of the number of applications received and the resources available at the time of assessment.

All Applicants must:

· Live or have been born in the City of Lisburn and/or have their main operational focus in the City of Lisburn

· Demonstrate sufficient experience to carry out the activity

· Demonstrate a need for the activity

· Demonstrate that efforts have been made to raise income or assistance from other sources other than Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee. 

· Allow a 3-month lead-in-time between the deadline for applications and the date of the commencement of the activity for the Committee to assess the application.  Please see application form for details of dates.

The Activity must:

· Address some/all of the strategic objectives of Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee’s arts grants scheme

· Be effectively planned, budgeted and have clear aims and objectives

· Be accessible to the general public, if relevant

· Be adequately marketed and publicised, if relevant

· Represent value for money from Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee’s point of view

General

The following categories may be considered for funding:

· The purchase of special equipment.

· Travel and subsistence outside Northern Ireland to special "Arts" activities/events.

· Course fees and attendance at courses. Applicants are eligible to apply in advance of securing a place on a course pending a successful offer.

It is Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee’s intention that support is given to a broad range of artistic disciplines.  No applications for building programmes, ongoing revenue costs, assistance to cover loans or deficits, projects that could be undertaken on a commercial basis, charity fund-raising events or the hire fees of Council Premises will be supported.  Grants are not given to individuals that require retrospective funding, or activities that are underway at the time of assessment.

NB. Applications for funding equipment costs will require three (3) relevant quotations and applicants are asked to note that no funding will be awarded towards the payment of VAT. The applicant if required should cover this element.

It is anticipated that the maximum grant awarded to any applicant in one year is £2,400.

Conditions

If, after assessment, an offer of grant assistance is made, the applicant will be required to comply with the following conditions.

· Successful applicants must accept in writing, any award given and submit a relevant invoice within 4 weeks of  the letter of offer being received.  In the event of this deadline not being adhered to, the offer should be withdrawn. 

· All successful funding requests should be given a post project report.

· The grant must be acknowledged through the inclusion of Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee’s and Lisburn City Council’s logos on all print material associated with the project

· Reference must be made to the Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee and Lisburn City Council’s support in press releases and other publicity associated with the event

· The Applicant must co-operate fully with Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee’s monitoring and evaluation processes

· All successful funding requests should be applied within the financial year of the award scheme unless otherwise agreed.

· All funding from Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee must be used for the purpose for which the application was initially made, and in circumstances where this stipulation is not adhered to satisfactorily, Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee will insist on full repayment of the funding allocated.

· Applicants are asked to please note that all funding must be applied to the specific activity for which funding is requested.  If any change is to occur in relation to any of the activities for which funding has been received Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee must be informed immediately.

· Applicants are responsible for making any necessary arrangements regarding the payment of Income Tax, National Insurance and the like.

· The association of any member of Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee to the applying organisation must, where applicable, be declared and he/she should absent themselves from any associated discussion, including ratification by members of the full Committee, by leaving the room.

· Successful applicants must accept any award given and submit a relevant invoice within four weeks of receiving the letter of offer, should this deadline not be adhered to the offer of grant aid will be withdrawn.

What happens to your Application?


Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee considers applications under the Arts Grant Scheme on a quarterly basis i.e. once every 3 months. The deadlines for receipt of applications are published on the cover of the application form BUT ALL ACTIVITIES MUST HAVE A MINIMUM LEAD-IN TIME OF NO LATER THAN THREE MONTHS FROM THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION BEFORE THE ACTIVITY IS DUE TO START.  Completed applications should be submitted to the Honorary Secretary c/o Island Arts Centre by the relevant deadline.  

All applications will then be presented to the relevant Lisburn Arts Advisory Sub-Committee that will make the initial recommendations on whether or not a grant should be offered. It may be necessary for the Honorary Secretary and/or representatives from Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee to have a meeting with applicants to discuss activities in more detail before responding on the outcome of any application. Following consideration of the relevant recommendations by the full committee of Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee, you will be contacted by letter to inform you of the outcome of your application. This usually takes a maximum of 4 weeks from the application deadline.

The decision of Lisburn Arts Advisory Committee is final.

All funding is subject to the audit of Lisburn City Council.

